DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION,
PUBLICITY AND TOURISM

: The Rising
rism

The Andaman & Nicobar Islands, a breathtaking
archipelago nestled in the Bay of Bengal, have
long captivated travelers with their pristine
beaches, lush forests, and rich history. In recent
years, a wave of strategic developments has
propelled the region into the global spotlight,
establishing it as one of the most sought-after
travel destinations in the world.

It's truly exciting to see the Andaman and
Nicobar Islonds earn a well-deserved spot on
CN Trqyéﬂ er's pres’rlglous list of the top 25

ontinue fo captivate global
e accolades, Trlpadwsor

Maijor attractions such as the historic
N sus‘l‘qmqble beach, a testament to National Memorial Cellular Jail and the

_ s Gommitment to eco-friendly tourism awe-inspiring  Baratang  Limestone
ond:‘conser\} ti Caves experienced a significant spike

&

With the " proactive efforts of the A&N i footfall.
Ad#ninis’rro’r'n, the islands have witnessed an
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""" The Sound & Light Show at Cellular Jail saw
a surge in viewership, with 417,944 visitors in
2024, compared to 267,327 in 2023. Likewise,
day visits to the Cellular Jail reached 363,494 in
2024, a jump from 310,127 in 2023.
This tourism spike has been fueled by
enhanced infrastructure, improved connectivity,
and innovative promotional strategies, making

the Andaman & Nicobar Islands a traveler's

paradise.

-. each in Asia by ‘Times
- of 5 more beaches for

A&N:Adminis-;rb’rion. The beaches are Lalaji Bay

(Long Island), Raman Bhagicha (Rangat),

Aayabunder), Ramnagar (Diglipur),

tle Andaman).

S

Upgraded Connectivity

The expansion of Veer Savarkar
International Airport (VSI) in July 2023 has
increased passenger handling capacity to
1,200 travelers per peak hour, boosting air
connectivity. The introduction of Vessels
Nalanda & Sindhu, State-of-the-Art ships,
has significantly improved Inter-Island
connectivity.
Digital Transformation & New
Attractions

Online systems now streamline water
sports permissions, day tourism clearances
for uninhabited islands, and film shooting
approvals. Tourism activities have
expanded to include bird watching, luxury
tent stays, caravan tourism. Jolly Buoy and
Viper lIslands have been opened for day
tourism, with plans for Cinque Island

underway.
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A&N Islands: The Rising
Jewel of Global Tourism
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daman Islands- A
rt & Culture

Karen Community of A&N Islands: The story of the | :_ﬂ,{‘&‘ﬁ"?
Karen community in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands | ;“ﬁf"ﬁgg
is one of remarkable resilience, cultural preservation, & s
and adaptation to new environments. It all began in
1924 when Dr. H.I. Marshall, the Principal of the
Theological Seminary in Insein, Burma (now Myanmar),
travelled to the United States. Upon his return in 1925, §
he visited the. Andaman Islands, where his cousin Mr.

Ferra s‘r /ed as the Chief Commissioner.
. Togéether dhey c discussed the need for bringing in

‘ - edrthe dense forests and cultivate the

ugh’r \d 'roup known for their honesty, !

" - anql physwcl endurance. Recognizing

these qua ities in the Karen people, Dr. Marshall saw

them as ideal candidates for this mission while Mr.
Fe_rj.?or put forth the condition that the settlers should
be faithful, landless, and experienced cultivators.
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Upon arrival, the Karen people were
temporarily housed on Curlew Island,
which they called ‘Kalolo’, located in the
vicinity of Mayabunder Tehsil. After 10
days, they were relocated to the interior
of Mayabunder, where they founded
the village of Webi. As promised, they
received a year's worth of rations and
land for cultivation. Additionally, Mr.
M.R. Smith, a Divisional Forest Officer,

provided the men with work as
lumbermen, while the women and
children contributed to the

development of the village.
In 1926-27, more Karen families joined
the / seftlement, receiving the same
supg and opportunities. Today,
fely . 3000 Karen people
hel Andaman Islands spread
s\in the North and Middle

The Karen have

__ lturally, Karen people are known
., for their artistry, particularly in music,

. dance, and crafts. They are skilled in
| e, fishing, diving, and trekking.

Karen Traditional Food

Karen traditional food is a reflection
of their rich cultural heritage and deep
connection to nature. Like many Asian
communities, the Karen has food habit
rooted in simplicity and sustainabili
often relying on ingredients sourc
from their homegrown vegeta
gardens and patches.

One of the most cherished dis
among the Karen is their traditional ri
noodles (Kaw naw), made entirely fro
rice. The preparation of these noodles is
a meticulous three-days process,
involving soaking the rice, fermenting it,
boiling it, and finally shaping it into
noodles. A classic Mohinga bowl
features rice noodles paired with the
flavourful broth and topped with
condiments like fried garlic, chili oil,
coriander, and boiled eggs. These
traditional dishes, passed down through
generations, embody the Karen's
dedication to preserving their culinary
heritage while celebrating the flavours
of their land.
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rgunj Panchayat sparks
o friendly initiative

In a remarkable step towards sustainability and women’'s empowerment, the
Women Self Help Group (SHG) of Ferrargunj Panchayat, South Andaman, has
established an eco-friendly Arecanut leaf plate production unit. This initiative supports

the global movement against plastic pollution and provides an opportunity for wom

to enha\fnce-’r’ﬁ'e'ir livelihood.

Sustainable Development :

produc’rlon unit ollgns with initiatives like the Andaman & Nlcobor Islands’ zero single
use plas’rlc pollcy The plo’res offer a sus’rcunoble alTernaTwe to single-use plastics, with
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The Ferrargunj Panchayat SHG initiative serves as an inspiring model for rural
communities. Across the nation, grassroots SHGs have proven time and again that
everyday responsibilities, paired with environmental consciousness, can pave the way
for significant positive changes. By supporting such initiatives, policymakers,

businesses, and consumers can collectively contribute to a sustainable and greene
economy.

With continued support and awareness, this eco-friendly venture has the pote
to bring significant changes, making Ferrargunj a beacon of sustainability
women's empowerment in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The establishment o
Arecanut leaf plate production unit exemplifies both economic and environme
change. By utilizing fallen arecanut leaves, the production process is hig
ainable.
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region fo explore sustainable business models. The initiative has the potential o scale

,

'up, with demand for eco-friendly products increasing in local markets.
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A Hohstlc Wellness Fest!

ss Event: A Grand Success at
s Cove, Sri Vijaya Puram

The Fit India Wind, Waves & Wellness Event,
held recently at the scenic Little Andaman and
the stunning Corbyn’s Cove in Sri Vijaya
Puram, proved to be a monumental success.
The event brought together fitness enthusiasts
3 he ||s’r|c Wellness fest, promo’rlng both -

o ’rug offiwar, coconut shot put,
yboN, live painting and fitness
chaJIenge,ll set against the back drop of
Island’s pristine beaches and turquoise waters.
The event | hlghllgh’red the importance of
physical fitness and overall wellness, fostering
togethernés&within the community.
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Highlights of the Event included Wellness
Workshops by professional-led sessions on
mindfulness, nutrition, and fitness, aimed at
promoting holistic health and participation,
offering a platform for residents of the
Islands to come together and celebrate
fitness and wellness. By hosting this event in
one of India’s most serene and ecologically
sensitive locations, organizers also promoted
su\.\s’roing‘,ol,l‘e,-f“ff’rourism practices. The event
emphasized the importance of preserving the

' | ient_ewhile encouraging outdoor
etiviti 3t-blend harmoniously with

5 overwhelming success, the event
s ngﬂnened the message of fitness
and wellness but also left an indelible mark
on the lslands. It exceeded expectations and
paved the way for similar wellness-themed
events in the future — creating lasting
r'ri:femori d inspiring a new wave of
wellness an enture tourism.
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Bevond Horizon:
All India Writers' Festival
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Website: http://www.sahitya-alademi.gov.in

Stage
Writers' Festival’
Diversity

The serene Islands of Andaman & Nicobar came alive with the vibrant hues of
Indian literature as the Art & Culture Department of the Andaman & Nicobar
Administration hosted the "Beyond Horizon - All India Writers' Festival” from March 27 to
29, 2025. Held in the auditorium of Tagore Government College of Education in
Vijaya Puram, this three-day literary extravaganza aimed to foster a dee
appreciation for Indian literature and strengthen the cultural and literary fabric of

e

Islands./
'\ The LitFest was inaugurated by Admiral DK Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM,
Sy N leiLieutenant Governor of Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Vice Chai

-

opment Agency in the presence of Dr Chandra Bhushan Kumar,

of  Sri ‘ a Puram. While the Secretary, Sahitya Akademi, Shri Sreenivasarao
welcomed the gathering in the beginning, the inaugural ceremony concluded with the
\_/c;?"re of thanks proposed by the Secretary, Art & Culture, Ms Jyoti Kumari, IAS.
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The festival featured a wide array of sessions designed to explore the rich diversity
of Indian literature. Poetry emerged as a central theme, with sessions like "Poetry
Unbound: Multilingual Poets’” Meet," "Poetry with the Ocean: Literary Waves of Mini
India," and "Poetry: The Mirror of Soul: Poets’ Meet." These sessions showcased the
depth and variety of poetic voices across India. A standout moment was the session
titled "Voice of the Archipelago,” which highlighted the hidden literary talents of Senior
Officers of the Administration. The Hasya Kavi Sammelan, organized by the Official
Language Department, was another major highlight, drawing enthusiastic crowds with

its celebration of humor and wit.

The festival also delved into the timeless nature of storytelling. Sessions such as
"What Makes Specific Stories Timeless Tales" and "Mini India: Weaving Stories of Unit
in Diversity" provided a platform for discussing the narratives that define In
literature. These discussions celebrated the multilingual and multicultural ethos o
country, with literature in Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, English, and other regional lang
taking center stage. Adding to the literary fervor, a book exhibition and discou
by Sahitya Akademi offered the guests and visitors an opportunity to explor
purchase books at accessible prices. This initiative aimed to cultivate a cult

reading among the local community and visitors alike.

mxCcCc-rCon

The "Beyond Horizon - All India Writers' Festival" was more than just a celebratio

literature; it was a bridge connecting the Andaman & Nicobar Islands fo the broader
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‘on May 2, _ 2025 at Dr. BR Ambedkar Auditorium, SVPMC.
3 Direcorate of Sports to conduct 5 KM Run and 3 KM Walkathon on May 11, 2025.
4 Directc of :
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; ITF Ground from April 1to 10.
4.Training programme on Drug Addiction conducted at IRCA N&M
Andaman District.
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v #Incredibleindia

#1 LOVE ANDAMANS Andaman memories!!
Incredible India!!

And into the forest | what a beautiful
go, to lose my mind place to visit, totally
and find my soul. in love with it!!
#andaman # natureisblessing

ssed

nda Memories

TropicalEscape
#BucketList"

#Mini India

#incredibleandaman




